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   With adjournment of  the 2015 legislative session only 20 days away, the action on bills has gained considerable momentum, requiring some additional space in the intervening editions.
Senate Bill 15-214:  Discipline in schools is a growing problem in today's schools. Far too often after a heinous school violence event, information reveals there was opportunity to have prevented such  an event. SB 214 creates a committee to “study and evaluate programs and methods for identifying and monitoring students in crisis and develop standardized criteria for school personnel to use in assessing potential threats.”
   The School Safety and Youth Mental Health Committee created by SB 214 is tasked with studying “issues related to school safety and the prevention of threats to the safety of students, teachers, administrators, employees and volunteers present on the grounds of public and private schools,” and making recommendations to the General Assembly concerning potential legislation to enhance school safety.
   The Committee will include eight voting legislative members and six non-voting non-legislative members representing various professions and backgrounds addressed by the bill.
Sponsors of SB 15-214:  Senators Mark Scheffel (R-Douglas) 866-4869 and Bill L. Cadman, (President of the Senate/R-El Paso) 866-4880; and Representatives Crisanta Duran (D-Denver) 866-2348 and Dickie Lee Hullinghorse (D-Boulder) 866-2346.
House Bill 15-1328:  Perverts and child molesters will less opportunity to prey on students if HB 1328 is passed and enacted. HB 1328 “requires all employees and volunteers of youth sports organizations who work directly with youths five or more days per months to have a criminal history record check (background check),” with that requirement also applying to “employees and volunteers who accompany the youth sports organization on any trip that includes an overnight stay.” Subsequent background checks must be conducted every two years from the date of the initial background check.
   HB 1328 sets forth specific offenses that disqualifies a person from working or volunteering for a youth sports organization:  
1. conviction of felony child abuse (specified in Section 18-6-401 of the Colorado Revised Statutes);
2. conviction of a felony offense involving unlawful sexual behavior (defined in Section 16-22-102(9) of the Colorado Revised Statutes; and
3. a comparable offense committed in any other state.
   The bill also provides that a person who takes part in the activities of a youth sports organization but who is not required to obtain a criminal history record check must at all times be supervised by an employee or volunteer who has been hired or approved after obtaining a criminal history record check pursuant.
Lead Sponsors of HB 15-1328:  Representative Jonathan Singer (D-Boulder) 866-2780; and Senator Rollie Heath (D-Boulder) 866-4872.
House Bill 15-1290: Police brutality has dominated the national and local headlines on oh so many days in recent months/years.
   HB 1290, titled “Concerning Prohibiting a Peace Officer From Interfering With a Person Lawfully Recording a Peace Officer-Involved Incident,” creates a “private civil right of action against the employer of a peace officer who interferes with, destroys or retaliates against a person who is lawfully recording an incident involving the peace officer, or when the peace officer intentionally seizes or otherwise obtains the recording without permission.”
   Said conduct entitles the person who recorded the incident to actual damages, a civil penalty of $15,000 and attorney fees and costs. The bill also clarifies that an action brought pursuant to HB 1290 does not preclude the district attorney from charging a peace officer with tampering with physical evidence or any other crime.
   The bill defines retaliation as a “threat, act or harassment or an act of harm or injury upon any person or property, which action is directed to or committed upon a person or recording the peace officer-involved incident, as retaliation or retribution against such witness or victim.”
Lead Sponsors of HB 15-1290:  Representatives Joseph A. Salazar (D-Adams) 866-2918, and Daneya Esgar (D-Pueblo) 866-296; and Senator Lucia Guzman (D-Denver) 866-4862.  
House Bill 115-1296:  Campus sexual assaults are also gaining their fair share of reporting in the national and local news media. It is difficult to determine from statistics if the number of incident are dramatically rising or if reporting the incidents account for the increase.
   HB 1296, “Concerning Creation of a Task Force to Study Campus Sexual Assaults Policies,” requires the creation by the Department of Higher Education. The Task Force is to include students, administrators, victim advocates and higher education education law enforcement officers, and will be tasked with studying affirmative consent and sexual assault policies. A report to the General Assembly is due by July 1, 2016.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1296:  Representatives Rhonda Fields (D-Arapahoe) 866-3911, and Kevin Priola (R-Adams, Arapahoe) 866-2922; and Senators Owen Hill (R-El Paso) 866-2737, and Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846.
House Bill 15-1305:   Marijuana has certainly, by supposedly shear necessity, garnered its share of legislation this session. HB 1305 prohibits the manufacturing of marijuana concentrate in an unregulated environment using an inherently hazardous substance.
   What HB 1305 does is make it a “class 2 drug felony for an unlicensed person to manufacture marijuana concentrate or permit its manufacture using an inherently hazardous substance.”
   As defined in the bill, “inherently hazardous substance” is a liquid chemical, compressed gas, or commercial product that has a flash point at or lower than 38 degrees Celsius or 100 degrees Fahrenheit, including butane, propane and diethyl ether, and excluding all forms of alcohol and ethanol.
   For information purposes, and why it pays to be on guard of your neighbor(s), “according to data collected by the Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) in 2014, there were 32 explosions and 30 injuries related to the manufacture of marijuana concentrate.”
   Additionally, “Sections 124 and 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado constitution allow for possession and production of marijuana concentrate for medical marijuana patients and persons over the age of 21 respectively.” Under current law, unlawful manufacturing of marijuana concentrates is a class 3 drug felony.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-1305:  Representatives Mike Foote (D-Boulder) 866-2920, and Yeulin Willett (R-Delta, Mesa) 866-2583; and Senators Kevin Grantham (R-Clear Creek, El Paso, Fremont, Park, Teller) 866-4877, and Michael Johnston( D-Denver) 866-4864.
House Bill 15-1317:  A somewhat unusual if not eye-catching title, HB 1327 is titled “Concerning Pay for Success Contracts.” For those who have not heard of such a thing, in short, the “pay for success contracts leverage private sector resources to implement social services programs that are likely, but not guaranteed to, generate subsequent direct or indirect reductions in government spending for other programs.”
   HB 1317 creates a program in the Office of the State Planning and Budgeting which allows for contracts for the provision of social services, and also “permits one or more local governments to enter into pay for success contracts.” Here are the basic points of such a program:
· the government contracts for the implementation of a desired program and agrees to pay the contractor with any government savings that are directly or indirectly a result of the contractor's services;
· the contractor then uses the payments to recoup its cost to implement the program, and to repay other investors;
· the responsibility for program success is placed on the contractor, who only received payment by meeting defined performance targets, and only if sufficient direct or indirect reductions in government spending accrue as a result of the contractor's efforts; and
· the contract is entered into with a third-party organization and its subcontractors, with the “lead contractor” agreeing to use its own money or borrow money to pay the cost of providing social services.
   Guidelines are set forth in the bill as to the type, scope, duration of the social services to be provided, evaluation of success, requests for success payments and approval procedures, and cannot be paid for with federal money unless permitted under federal law for that purpose.
   The fiscal impact analysis notes that the purpose of a pay for success contract under the bill is to “realize savings in the provision of social services, but no estimate of savings can be made until the specific aspects of a contract are determined.”
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 15-317:  Representatives Alec Garnett (D-Denver) 866-2911, and Bob Rankin (R-Garfield, Moffat, Rio Blanco) 866- 2949; and Senators Michael Johnst9on (D-Denver (4864), and Martinez Humenik (R-Adams) 866-4863.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
